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■ HEALTH: Goal is quicker diagnosis so patients can stay in Ontario 


Province developing anti-Lyme disease plan 
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ONLINE 6 Get baking news as it happens. 

www.pelh 
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LOTTO: Three lottery winners in Niagara 



Raymond 
Labbe, 26 


at the 
OLG prize 
centre in 
Toronto, 
Friday. 


Port Colborne man hits $1M jackpot 


QMI Agency Niagara 

A 26-year-old Port Colborne man is 
$1 million richer after checking a two- 
month-old lottery ticket. 

Daren Labbe won the Guaranteed $1 
Million Prize from the Oct. 18 Lotto 6/49 
draw. 

“I won’t be going to work tomorrow,” 
Labbe told Ontario Lottery Corp. prize 
centre staff while picking up his winnings 

He said he scanned his winning ticket 
and “stood in disbelief.” 

Labbe scanned the ticket again, and 
“ran out to the car and sat there,” he said. 

“I didn't tell my girlfnend until later.” 

Labbe, who has been playing the lot¬ 
tery every week for the past two years, 
said he plans to pay off his house, save 
for his son's future and take a vacation in 
Las Vegas. 

The winning ticket was purchased at 
Bridgeport Variety on Main St. in Port 
Colborne. 


A couple from Ridgeway also won 
the Guaranteed $1 Million Prize, from 
the Dec. 10 Lotto 6/49 draw. David and 
Valerie King purchased the winning 
ticket at Avondale on Rideway Rd., in 
Crystal Beach. 

And Kristina McDaniel-Powell and 
Jason Harbour from Niagara Falls won 
the Poker Lotto All In jackpot worth 
$85,635.10 on Sept. 26, as well as $5,000 
on the instant portion of their Poker Lotto 
play and $5 on the nighdy draw, bring¬ 
ing their total winnings to $90,640.10. 
Their winning ticket was purchased at 
Yoo’s Deli & Variety on Main St. in Nia¬ 
gara Falls. 

Lotto 6/49 includes a Guaranteed $1 
Million Prize draw along with each and 
every regular draw. There have been 150 
Guaranteed $1 Million Prize draws to 
date. Seventy-four of the winning tickets 
have been sold in Ontario. 

All In is a new option for Poker Lotto 
players, allowing to take a chance on 
instandy winning a jackpot that starts at 
$10,000 and grows until it is won. 



NPCA board members recognized 


Outdoors This Winter 
Glasses or Contacts 



You may rely upon the skills and 
experience of our Family Law Team 



Divorce, Separation, Child Custody, Mediation, Pre-Nuptials 

Niagara’s Lawyers Since 1882 


Lancaster Brooks 8i Welch 

Lawyers since 1882 

80 King St Suite. 800, St Catharines, ON 
905-641-1551 www.lbwlawyers.com 
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LASIK • • ^ 

provision^ 

<«r 

1-888-510-2020 

905-371-3217 

® Pelham 

iSllstiw 

www.lasikprovision.com 

NIAGARA 

155 Hwy20West Fonthill 905-892-3997 
www.thelogcabin.ca 


(g) pelham.ca | E3 20 Pelham Town Square, PO Box 400, Fonthill, ON | g 905-892-2607 | j 905-892-5055 


Recreation Programs & Classes 

Zumba Classes @ Pelham Arena: 

Tuesday, January 6 9:30 am-10:30 am Wednesday, Jan 7 7:30 

Tuesday, January 6 7:00 pm-8:00 pm Thursday, Jan 8 10:0 

Walking Club - Everyone is welcome! - January 6 & 8 

Interested in joining a Walking Club? Then join ours! Tuesdays at Pelham Arena from 9-10 ai 
information, please contact (905) 892-2607 ext. 329. 


i and Thursdays at Fonthill Bandshell from 9-10:30 am. For m 


ueiid riuyicniib 

^Public Skating 

Adult Public 
Skating 

Adult/Preschool 

Men's Shinny 
Hockey 

Women’s Shinny 
Hockey 

Women’s Learn to 
Play Hockey 

gm - 

Hockey 

Skills Hour 

Pelham Panthers 

Friday Jan 2 

4:00 - 5:00 pm 
Tuesday Jan 6 
7:30-8:30 pm 
Friday Jan 9 
4:00-5:00 pm 

Thursday Jan 8 

1:00-2:00 pm 

Friday Jan 2 
10:00-11:00 am 
Tuesday Jan 6 
1:00-2:00 pm 
Friday Jan 9 
10:00-11:00 am 

Friday Jan 2 

9:00-10:00 am 
Tuesday Jan 6 

8:00 - 9:00 am 
Friday Jan 9 
9:00-10:00 am 

Thursday Jan 8 

10:30-11:45 am 

Thursday Jan 8 

9:30-10:30 am 

Thursday Jan 1 
2:00-3:00 pm 
Monday Jan 5 

11 am-12 pm 
Thursday Jan 8 
2:00-3:00 pm 

Friday Jan 2 

Welland 

Friday Jan 9 

Fort Erie 


WE’RE OPEN DURING THE HOLIDAYS! Please note Pelham Town Hall will only close December 31 st at noon and remain closed 
January 1 st for the observance of New Year’s Eve and Day. Visit www.pelham.ca for more information. 


Supervisor of Engineering 


The Town of Pelham is now accepting resumes from applicants with an 
Engineering Technologist certificate with membership in the Ontario 
Association of Engineering Technicians & Technologist; 3 to 5 years of 
experience in a Public Works department, Municipal environment or 
related field; Level 2 Water Distribution System Operation; Level 2 
Wastewater Collection System Operator; Certified Road Supervisor; 
good knowledge of Microsoft Office software, CADD, GIS systems; and 
supervisory experience. Knowledge of drinking water quality systems is 
considered an asset. This full-time opportunity is offered at $65,040 - 
$76,516 annually 


The Town of Pelham is now accepting resumes from applicants with a 
University Degree in Urban Planning with a minimum of 3-5 years as a 
municipal planner or related experience. The incumbent must hold a 
membership with OPPI. This full-time opportunity is offered at $56,911 


CALL FOR MEMBERS - The Town of Pelham is seeking interested individuals 
to join the Committee of Adjustment (five persons for a four-year term). Visit 
pelham.ca for application details & to apply by Tues, Jan 6, 2015. For more info, 
contact the Town Clerk at nbozzato@pelham.ca or (905) 892-2607 ext. 315. 



The Village of Fenwick celebrated its 160"’ Anniversary in June 2013. N 
have the opportunity to be a part of Fenwick's future. Purchase a granite 
ie incorporated into the downtown Fenwick Beautification Project. 

Standard, double, veteran’s and corporate bricks are available. Visit 
I pelham.ca for details or come in to Town Hall (20 Pelham Town Square, f< 



Pelham • Vibrant • Creative • Caring 
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HEALTH: NHS launches online community for people undergoing dialysis 


Kidney patients get connected 


QMI Agency Niagara 
Four times a week, Kirsten 
Ernesaks walks into the St. 
Catharines hospital and set¬ 
tles in for three hours of treat¬ 
ies a routine she has devel- 
oped over the past three 

Though the facilities have 
changed in that time, many of 
the faces in the neighbouring 
beds of the dialysis unit are 


36-year-old St. Catharines 
woman. 

The NHS received feedback 
from its hemodialysis patients 
in the Garden City asking for 
some way to create a sense of 
connectivity. 

As a result, a pilot project 
was launched in September 
and an online Google Plus 
community created just for 

While undergoing treat¬ 
ment, patients can connect 
to the online forums through 



Dialysis patients Kirsten Ernesaks and Marcia Prince chat 
briefly while Prince undergoes treatment at the St. Catharines 
hospital. The pair met online in a new Google Plus community helnful tins 
created by the Niagara Health System. ■ " - p • 


different members of the kid¬ 
ney care team. 

Monthly live chats have 
been hosted to discuss a 
variety of topics and allow 
patients to have their ques¬ 
tions answered by medical 
professionals, including a 
nephrologist, renal pharma¬ 
cist, social worker and pro¬ 
gram manager. 

Along with learning to 
interpret their blood work 
results, patients have received 
helpful tips about taking 
their medication and learned 


With the program off the 
ground, the challenge now 
becomes raising awareness, 
said Bryson. 

It has been gaining momen¬ 
tum, she said, "but slowly.” 

Staff have been working to 
promote the program among 




>r patiei 


: the technology 

information. 

The program is “still in the 
infant stages,” but the hope is 
' i see it expanded to' 1 ' 



Besma Family Dental Centre 905 734 9214 

Dr. Rashid And Associates 



patients on a weekly basis in Improvement. 

St. Catharines. About 45 have 

joined the online community maryanne.firth@sunmedia.ca 
so far. Twitter: @mfirthTribune 


ONTARIOFGWER FestivalLights 

GENERATION I Niagara falls * Ontario * Canada 

Events This Weekend 


Zero Gravity Circus 
Strolling Entertainers 

Fireworks over the Falls 
Presented by 

■1 

pm 

Fri, Sat & Sun 

6:00 - 9:00 pm at Mowat Gate 
& Edgewaters Restaurant 

Friday 
at 9:00 pm 


ni Jg* Ham Ontario. ^ QQ ^ 


Tel: 905-374-1616 x 226 • i 
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‘Haunted house’for sale 


PENNY COLES 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Is it haunted? 

If ever there was a house that 
seemed hospitable to ghosts, 
240 Centre St. in Niagara-on- 
the-Lake would be it, and it's 
been the subject of local ghost 
stories and paranormal web¬ 
sites foryear. 

An elegant, stately but sim¬ 
ple two-storey house of soft 
pink brick, it's been abandoned 
for almost 60 years, boarded up 


When the real estate agent is 
asked about ghosts, his answer 
is that he's never seen an aban¬ 
doned home before that didn't 
have some evidence of animals 
moving in, yet there are no tell¬ 
tale signs in this building that is 
so open to the elements. 

If there are ghosts, they seem 
to be friendly, even welcoming 
— for all the dilapidated condi¬ 
tion of the house, it has a positive 
energy to it, agree the three of us 
on this particular house tour. 

It's been home to drifters, and 
a popular place for kids to break 


It was broken into as recently 
as Halloween, the plywood door 
covering and lock replaced yet 

Inside, most of what you see 
is original, including brick room 
partitions and wood floors, and 
other features, such as the orig¬ 
inal window frames and shut¬ 
ters, are piled up against the 
walls. There are four fireplaces 
on the main floor and another 
four upstairs, some with man¬ 
tles intact, plus two more in the 
basement, which was used as a 
kitchen. 

There is no electricity, and 
shining a flashlight around 
reveals hunks of ceiling hang¬ 
ing down, missing floorboards 
and burned interior doors and 


Alarge hole in the roof has left 
the inside of the house open to 
the elements for decades, and 
yet there is no sign of four-legged 


Officially, it's called the Break- 
enridge-Ure house. It was the 
third house built in 1823 by John 
Breckenridge, a lawyer. There 
were tales of it being possessed 
by witches in its early history, 

who lived in the bam and went 
back and forth from it to what 
became the Hawley house next 
dooi; being buried under a knoll 
on the half-acre property. 

Local ghost tour guide Bill 
Hamilton says the tale he tells is 
of an owner who left in the mid¬ 
dle of the night with his fam¬ 
ily, saying nothing to the neigh¬ 
bours. It was not listed for sale, 
but was then bought by local 
Robert Ure. Years later, after 
telling real estate agents not to 
bother him, Ure, says Hamil¬ 
ton, was approached in a res¬ 
taurant by an interested buyer 
who offered him $1 million for 
the property. The owner told 


The 10-year public relations 
specialist has been named the 

nications manager, effective 
Jan. 5. ’ ' 


longtirr 


tteYazbeck, wl 


relations for HarperCollin! 
Publishers, Toronto arts festi 
val Luminato, and TV station: 
Bravo and TVO. She started a 
Shaw Media in January of thi: 

Earlier this year, she com 


him the house was not for sale 
and finished the conversation 
by saying "This house has a life 

However, a woman who was 
bom in the house in 1954 and 
lived there in the '50s—her par¬ 
ents sold to the Ures — said she 
has many "happy warm feel¬ 
ings from our beautiful family 

Her parents did a beautiiu] job 
of restoring it, she said 

"I do hope someone with the 
love of restoration buys it and is 
able to enjoy it as we ail did.” 

Hamilton also tells tbe story of 
young boys who broke into to the 
house based on local tales of it 
beinghaunted by witches. They 
go up to the front door, where 
they find a hole big enough to 
fit through, and as they’re argu¬ 
ing over who is brave enough 
to enter, they are interrupted by 
a spark on the second floor that 
sets the roof on fire and sends 
them racing home. The next day 
they return to find the house is 
as it was before, despite the fire 
they clearly saw. 

There was a fire upstairs in the 
house — that’s no ghost story, 
says real estate broker Gary Cha- 
hinian—the damage was exten¬ 
sive and is still evident He was 
told by the executor of the Ure 
estate that a vagabond who was 
living in the house more than 30 
years ago was cooking when he 
heard someone arriving — he 


thought the police were com¬ 
ing to arrest him. He ran off, and 
whatever he was cooking started 

But the ghosts are not the real 
mystery—for years, people have 
driven past the house on the cor¬ 
ner of Mississauga St. and won¬ 
dered who owned it and why it’s 
been empty for so long. 

The house was purchased in 
1956 by George and Cecilia Rob¬ 
erts, the seventh owners. They 
planned to renovate it 
Robert Ure, a local surveyor 
who was known for finding 
good deals on houses before 
they were officially put on the 
market bought it from the Rob¬ 
erts with the same intention two 
years latet but nobody is certain 
why he never fixed it up. 

Chahinian says a letter was 
found written by Robert to his 
wife Dorothy Ure in 1987, prom¬ 
ising he would have it renovated 
so they could live in it 
Ure also bought three other 
Old Town properties, on King 
Johnson and Ricardo sts. He 
and Dorothy lived in the house 
on King, built in 1816. Under 
the rundown white siding is the 
original log dwelling — the only 
one in NOTL, the realtor says— 
built by a military carpenter. 

The Ures were known to fre¬ 
quent antique and garage sales, 
buying pieces they felt would be 
at suitable in heritage homes, but 
the houses they owned became 


■ 


ROYAL LePAGE 


Niagara Real Estate Centre 


Office: 905-892-0222 

Cell: 905-651-5143 



www.homesniagara.com 
637 Niagara St., Unit #2 Welland, Ontario 
"SM'tp TkMnpkontNiaparoi “ 


storage properties for their pur- 
’lases, rather ’’ 

Robert, a i 
United Church in Niagara-on- 
the-Lake, died in March, and 
Dorothy, who worshipped at St 
Andrew's Presbyterian, died in 
September They are both bur¬ 
ied in St. Andrew's cemetery — 
where they can keep an eye on 
the Centre St house, across the 

All four properties have been 
neglected, but together are listed 
for sale at more than $3 million. 

Chahinian says the terms of 
Dorothy’swill ask that the house 
on Centre St not be tom down. 
He is tryingto fine someone who 
respects and appreciates the his¬ 
tory of the house to restore it 


It would make a great res¬ 
taurant, he adds, and says he 
hopes the town would consider 
a rezoning that would allow the 
building to be preserved and 
restored. 

The property is priced at 
$950,000. 

The half-acre property is in 
a prime location in NOTL, and 
might fetch that price fasterwith- 
out the restrictions that a herit¬ 
age house on it might bring 

But there will be potential 
buyers who will see value in the 
building and its past, he said. 

“You walk in and you see and 
feel the history. This house is 
a project for the right person. I 
hope to find someone who will 
keep it and do their best by it” 


Shaw names new 
communications manager 


pleted a four-month term as 
professor in the English and 
liberal arts department of 
Seneca College. 

Hughes has an honours BA 
in both drama and English 
from Queen's University. 

"Laura has a passion for 
Canadian theatre," said 
Valerie Taylor, the Shaw Fes¬ 
tival's director of marketing, 

adding Hughes will be "a val¬ 
uable asset to the Shaw Festi¬ 
val and our team." 


and 2016 will be the final sea¬ 
son for artistic director Jackie 
Maxwell. 


I RBC Financial Planning 


Ian McCall, PFP 

Financial Planner 

289 - 213-3779 

ian.mccall@rbc.com 


Define Retirement YourWay. 
Start the Conversation Today. 


Advice you can bank on' 


Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal 
Mutual Funds Inc. (RMFI). RMFI, RBCGIobal Asset Management Inc., Royal 
Bank of Canada, Royal Trust Corporation of Canada and The Royal Trust 
Company are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. RMFI is 
licensed as a financial services firm in theprovince of Quebec. 

® / ™ Trademark^) of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered 
trademarks of Royal BankofCanada. ©2011 Royal BankofCanada. Used underlicence. 


When the 
electricity fails.. 


you be 
AFFECTED? 



Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 
All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & 

Aerial Bucket Ruck Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 
Fax:905-899-2383 
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WE’RE STILL HERE! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

We look forward to servicing your vehicles in the future 
We are a full service shop for all makes and models 

Visit us on facebook.com 2 6 Road 

Welland, ON, L3C 3T4 jj 
905-734-7454 % 


BOLBSMITOMOl 


AWARD WINNING DRIVING SCHOOL! 


iJHJ 

DRIVING ACADEMY 


NEXT COURSE DATES 


CALL: 1-866-249-1755 



Rick Osborne, Deb Nanson (centre) and Rick's wife Heather Osborne at "Red 
Umbrella's 2014" Wednesday gathering in St. Catharines to coincide with the 
International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers. 


Standing together 
against sex trade violence 


DON FRASER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Rick Osborne understands the pain 
and violence suffered by sex trade work- 

Osbome, raised in St. Catharines and 
Niagara Falls, considers himself to have 
been “raped twice” during his troubled 

Ihe first time, he said, it was a heroin- 
filled needle at age 14 that did it. Two 
years later, he was sexually assaulted. 

“Then when I was 21,1 did 25 years in 



to remember sex trade victims, a march, 
and speakers covering topics from sex 
trafficking to missing and murdered 
woman and the sex trade. 

“We need to end this violence," said 
Deb Nanson, program director at Terry's 
Evergreen Addiction Recovery Services 
and a co-organizer. 

“We have so many stolen sisters who 
are aboriginal. They are all sisters of the 
stree, we need to stop this violence... to 
make our communities aware that sex 
trafficking, sex work, addiction — none 
of it is (race-based). 
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Falls Checks In at No. 1 


FACEBOOK’S TOP ‘CHECKED IN’ 
CANADIAN LOCATIONS IN 2014 


TONY RICCIUTO 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Niagara Falls is No. 1. 

A few Toronto locations are 
on the list as are the Calgary Zoo 
and the Capilano Suspension 
Bridge in Vancouver 
The list, which was released 
by Facebook, shows Niagara 
Falls as the top Checked In loca¬ 
tion in Canada in 2014. 

The Rogers Centre came in 
second and Ripley's Aquarium 
of Canada placed third on the 
list of 12 top places. 

Niagara Falls Mayor Jim Dio- 


media, said he is pleased, but 
not surprised the city received 
top billing. 

"Whenever I talk to people 
from Toronto, the United States 
or from anywhere, they think of 
Niagara Falls as something of a 
playground and a place to have 
fun for all ages," said Diodati. 
“Something like that on Face- 
book doesn't surprise me at all. 
We are far enough for people to 
get out of Dodge, but it's close 
enough and affordable." 

For people who are not t’ai nii 
iar with the Checked In feature 
on Facebook, this is how it's 


QMI Agency Niagara 

More than $130,000 flowed 
to the Hotel Dieu Shaver’s rehab 
centre for Parkinson's disease 
from two charity events spear¬ 
headed by local hockey legends. 

During a recent news confer¬ 
ence at the Hotel Dieu Shaver; the 
United Way of St Catharines and 
District alongwith St Catharines 
MP Rick Dykstra, gave the Steve 
Ludzik Centre $50,000 of the 
more than $180,000 raised dur¬ 
ing the annual Hockey Night in 
St Catharines game. 

Dykstra said the rest of the 
money raised through the game 
was directed to the United Way. 

Ludzik and Rick Vaive—both 
former National Hockey League 
players — presented the cen¬ 
tre with $85,311 raised during 
Ludzy’s Golf Tournament and 
Roast events that are held in con- 
juncdon with the hockey game. 
Ludzik himself has Parkinson's 

“Our goal, our long-term goal 
really, is to raise enough money 
so the clinic can run for a few 
years and expand” its woik, said 
Vaive. "We have to build to that 
slowly, but that is what we are 
aiming at” 

The Steve Ludzik Centre pro¬ 
vides a six-week program aimed 
at improving the physical abili¬ 
ties of Parkinson's patients. 


described by its help centre. 

“When someone is on a 
smartphone, they can ena¬ 
ble location services and share 
where they are by checking into 
a location. To check in to a loca¬ 
tion, from your News Feed, tap 
Check In. Select the location 
where you are from the list of 
nearby places. If you don't see 

search box. Write an operational 
You can also tag your friends at an "d 


1. Niagara Falls 

2. Rogers Centre 

3. Ripley's Aquarium of 
Canada 

4. Canada’s Wonderland 

5. The Toronto Zoo 

6. Whistler Blackcomb 

7. CN Tower /La Tour 


8. The Calgary Zoo 

9. Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre 

10. Banff Lake Louise 
Tourism 

11. Centre Bell 

12. Capilano Suspension 
Bridge Park 


your location. Tap Post to share.” get as involved because there 
Diodati said he is on Face- are so many applications and 
bookeverydaybuthehasnever thingsthatyoucando.1heyare 
usedthatfeature. neat, but quite honestly I just 

“I’m constantly chronicling don't have the time to partici- 
ribbon cuttings pate in them,” said Diodati. 
tions, but I don’t Lori Lococo, who used social 


media when she ran for Nia¬ 
gara Falls city council during 
the October municipal election, 
said she has onlyused the Check 
In feature a few times. She said 
she believes it is used mainly by 
younger people as a way to stay 
in touch with Mends. 

“I don't use it on a regular 
basis, but sometimes if I'm at an 
event and it comes up I might 
do it, but not very often,” said 
Lococo, who has more than 
3,000 Mends on Facebook. 

During her campaign, she 
used a feature called “Where’s 
Lori Now” that would show her 
attendmg meetings or special 
events in the community. If that 
group or organization had its 
own Facebook page, she would 
share it with it 


Parkinson’s clinic gets 
boost from ex-NHLers 


Accordmg to a Shaver press 
release, the centre "assists cli¬ 
ents to identify goals related 
to improving depression and/ 
or anxiety, strengtherung their 
voice, improvmg bowel and 
bladder control and mcrease 
their knowledge of Parkinson's 
disease." 

Although the centre is housed 
at the Shaver’s facilities on Glen- 
ridge Ave., it is Mnded through 
private donations. 

Hotel Dieu Shaver CEO Jane 
Rufrano said it costs about 
$85,000 annually to run the 
clinic, which treated 47 people 

Rufrano said while she sup¬ 
ports the goal of expanding the 
dinic to treat more patients, the 
more immediate goal should be 
to improve its waiting list, which 
is currently at about three years. 

“If you are a person struggling 
with Parkinson's disease, waiting 
three years isn't really accepta¬ 
ble," she said 

“So while we want to expand 
the clinic, maybe we don't do 
that right now but find a way to 
reduce the length ofthat waiting 

For more information or to 
donate to the clinic, go online to 
wwwhoteldieushaverfounda- 





"Joy Only Bling Can Bling" 


Visit us at the 18th 

Handmade 

You can find us at: 

Annual Niagara 

Jewelery 

Boggio & Parton 

Wedding Show 

Pharmacy 


with Swarovski 

Log Cabin Gift 
Shop 

January 17-18 @ 

Crystal 

Hwy 20, Fonthill 

Holiday Inn 
Conference 

Salon Paradise 

Centre, 

Elizabeth O’Neill 

Fitch St Plaza, 

St. Catharines 

Owner/Artisan 

Welland 


Email: crystalcouturejewelery@gmail.com 
Website: shopcrystalcouture.wix.com/crystalcouturejewels 
Phone: 905-732-8865 












LOCALNEWS 


THE 

FURNITURE 

SALE 

A TRULY OUTSTANDING 
SHOPPING EXPERIENCE 


SOLID WOOD 
LEATHERS • UPHOLSTERY 



furniture ^Fashiom 


SINCE 1954 

255 Bunting Rd., St. Catharines 

905 - 684-9414 

Open Wed. Dec 31 st 9am - 3pm, Fri. Jan 2nd 9am - 8pm, 
Sat. Jan 3rd 9:30am - 5pm, Sun. Jan 4th 11 - 4pm 

www.dunnsfurniture.ca 
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a STORE CLOSING: Pop culture mecca shutting its doors 


Pulp Comics packs it in 


QMI Agency Niagara 

Downtown Niagara Falls' cornerstone 
for pop culture will be closing early in the 

Patrons of Pulp Comics received the 
bad news from owner Paul Tappay that 
his five-and-a-half year old shop on the 
corner of Queen St. and Crysler Ave. will 
soon be shutting its doors. 

"There's only so much hobby money 
to go around," says Tappay, citing the 
increased competition from Big B Com¬ 
ics on Lundy's Lane and box stores like 
Walmart now selling graphic novels. 
"When you start saturating the market 
with options, that piece of the pie you're 
used to getting inevitably will change." 

Niagara Falls was unique in that it had 
three comic book shops (The Neutral 
Zone, Big B, Pulp Comics). Tappa/s busi¬ 
ness started small in a space next to the 
Hair Lover's Place salon on Queen St., 
then three years ago moved two blocks 
up the street to the former Poptones and 
Ed Spera Gallery building. 

The new space's 270 square metres, 
spread across two floors, allowed Pulp 
Comics to expand into gaming and other 
collectibles. A mural of comic book char¬ 
acters was painted on the side, making it 
one of downtown's most unique build- 

The store's success led Tappay to co¬ 
found the Niagara Falls Comic Con, 
which is now one of the city's biggest 



Comics led to a bigger influx in pop cul- 

Pulp Comics, the Niagara Falls Comic 
Con wouldn't have happened." 

But Tappay has noticed four to five 
months of "steady decline" in business, 
and made the difficult decision to stop 
purchasing inventory. He's hoping for a 
single buyer to absorb his stock, but if not 
will have a series of sales until at least the 
end of January. 

Moving to another location would 



9 APPEARANCE 

Linda Blair to make heads spin at Comic Con 


JOHN LAW 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Niagara Falls Comic Con will be pos¬ 
sessed by Linda Blair next June. 

The star of the iconic horror movie The 
Exorcist will attend all three days of the 
con, June 5 to 7 at the Scotiabank Con- 

Blair, in just her third movie, earned 
an Oscar nomination for the 1973 clas¬ 
sic, starring as young girl possessed by a 
demon. The film stunned audiences with 
its special effects and graphic content, 
and went on to become one of the big¬ 
gest films of the '70s. When adjusted for 
inflation, it would still be the ninth big¬ 
gest moneymaker in movie history. 

Blair reprised the role of Regan in 
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Classifieds 

pelhamnews.ca/classifieds 


directory 


Clock Repairs 

All makes and models, guaranteed 

Grandfather clocks. 

( 905 ) 935-1962 




WHEN IN 
DOUBT 
CHECK IT 
OUT! 


THE WELLAND TRIBUNE IS 

LOOKING FOR 
FLYER CARRIERS IN 
THE FONTHILL AREA 


BELIEVE IT? 

How do Canadians know if it's true (or not)? 
They turn to the trusted source: Newspapers 
in print, online, tablet and phone. 

And, research finds that they trust the ads there too 
- more than those in any other medium. 


Be where Canadians look. 


LET’S ALL DO 
OUR PART! 
PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
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COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 


Fresh 

Florida 
Red Grapefruit 

Product of USA 


TRACK 


for the New Yearly 


Fresh Andy Boy 


Product of USA 


Astro 

Smooth ‘n Fruity 
Zero Fat Free or 
Original Yogourt 

Assorted Varieties 


Weight Watchers * 

100% Whole Wheat 

Bread, Bagels & English Muffins 


NY Strip Loin 
Grilling Steaks 

Family Pack 




Sale prices in effect Friday Jan. 2 through Thursday Jan. 8,2015 


Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
> and click on the flyer icon to 
see all of our weekly specials! 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 





